Spiders from the Tirana district of Albania were investigated. Currently, 78 species from 24 families and a collection of 400 specimens from January to August 2010 were recorded for Tirana. A total of 32 new records for the Albanian fauna are included in the present paper. Agraecina lineata (Simon, 1878) is the first record for the Balkan Peninsula. Saitis graecus Kulczyński, 1905 was known before only from Greece and Bulgaria. Presently, 373 spider species are known for Albania.
Until now, 341 spider species were known for Albania based on various investigations (most recently delt sHeV et al. 2011 , Vrenozi 2012 . The results presented in the current paper concerning ground dwelling spiders were assembled during a sampling programme at seven localities in the Tirana district. Spiders from these localities have not been studied before. A considerable number of new records for Albania resulted from this investigation, which is 7% formaldehyde as a preserving solution, and were emptied once per month during the total sampling period (07.02.-08.08.2010) . Some of the traps yielded no spider individuals at some localities in different months, although they did catch other invertebrates or vertebrates. The material was preserved in 70% ethanol for taxonomic examinations, which were carried out at the Senckenberg Research Institute in Frankfurt am Main. Voucher specimens are deposited at the Museum of Natural Sciences in Tirana.
The main literature used for identification was griMM (1985) , HeiMer & nentWig (1991) , Metzner (1999) , Muster et al. (2007 ), nentWig et al. (2012 ), roBerts (1987 and tongiorgi (1966) .
Nomenclature and order of families in the species list follows Platnick (2011) . Data concerning their general distribution are taken from Platnick (2011) , Helsdingen (2011) and nentWig et al. (2012) . linked to the differences between the selected areas in the Tirana district. This present paper focuses on faunistic data for spiders in the Tirana district. Zoogeographical data on the distribution of the newly recorded spider species are also presented.
Methods
Spiders were collected using pitfall traps set from January to August 2010 at seven localities in the Tirana district. At each locality five pitfall traps were placed in a line, with seven meters distance between each other. The traps were filled up to 5 cm with A total of 32 new species records for Albania based on 121 specimens is included in this study. The largest number of species were found at L2 (39) and L6 (37), the lowest number at L7 (3). Species with the largest number of specimens were Inermocoelotes falciger (30), Tallusia vindobonensis (17) and Drassyllus villicus (17), which amount to 52.9% of all specimens.
Regarding the zoogeographic distribution of these species (Tab. 2), the Holarctic complex is well represented (43.8%) followed by the Mediterranean complex (23.1%) and the European species (16.7%).
Balkan endemics (Saitis graecus) comprise 7.7% of the species.
Including data from this study, the spider fauna of Albania now comprises a total of 373 recorded species.
Discussion
Spiders have not been studied previously at these localities. Comparing all localities in the Tirana district, the total number -and especially the numerous newly recorded species collected from only in seven localities -implies an area with high species richness. Most of the spiders sampled (71.6%) from the seven localities in the Tirana district belong to three families: Lycosidae, Agelenidae and Gnaphosidae. The most new records for Albania belong to the families Linyphiidae, Agelenidae and Gnaphosidae. These families are very common on the ground surface, and they were expected to be highly represented in pitfall traps due to their predatory activity on or near the ground. The Vora hills, especially the artificial forest with Robinia pseudacacia, and the suburban area with Rubus ulmifolius have the highest composition of new records and thus may be 'hotspots' for the Tirana district. Balkan endemics, such as Saitis graecus, occur in natural habitats and emphasize the local character of this fauna. Based on these results, further studies need to be undertaken and a preliminary checklist should be compiled for the Tirana district. 
